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   Saturday      

January 29, 2022 

 

Butterfield-Gadson-Toothaker Loop Estrella 
Mountain Regional Park 

 

Approximately    23  Miles and 0.5 Hours from Central Phoenix “stack”, 
 

Type:  Day Hike    Max Rtg/Pts:  3/1  Elev. Change:  1000 ft  Length:    8 miles      
       Start Time:   9:00 AM       Duration:    4-6 hours      Max No of Part: N/A   Last Scouted:    Dec 2021     

 
 

Major Hike:   
Cross-Country:   
Exploratory:   
Individual Effort:   
Options:   
Pass/Fees Required.:   
Restroom at Trailhead      Water at Trailhead       
 

Required Equipment:  Water, hiking shoes, lunch/snacks 

 
Recommended Equipment:  Sun screen, hat, hiking poles, rain gear if rain is in the forecast 

 
Cautions and Special Preparations: There is a $7.00 park entry fee for all vehicles. 
 
Description:  This hike is approximately an 8 mile loop hike. We will start at the Coldwater 
Trailhead. After about 0.2 miles, we will turn left onto the Butterfield Trail. We will travel 
about 2.4 miles on the Butterfield Trail until we reach the second point where the Gadson 
Trail joins up with the Butterfield Trail. We will then turn right and continue along the Gadson 
Trail for about 1.1 miles, where it will intersect with the Toothaker Trail. We will turn right on 
the Toothaker and continue for about 4.3 miles. 
The trail is very moderate with respect to elevation gain. There are lots of short ups and 
downs, where we go in and out of washes, and some rolling hills. I thought the trail was quite 
scenic, and a nice break away from the city. We saw lots of horses and mules on the trail, and 
also mountain bikers. There were also some hikers out enjoying the tranquility. 
 

Driving Directions:  From central Phoenix, take I-10 west to Estrella Parkway exit. Travel south to 
Vineyard Ave. Turn east on Vineyard Ave. and then south on Casey Abbot Dr. to the Estrella 
Mountain Regional Park entrance. After passing through the park entrance, remain on the 
same road until the very end. The road name changes several times. (143rd Dr. and then Arena 
Dr.) You know you have reached the end when you arrive at the horse corrals and arena. 
(Corral West Horse Adventures). The following link provides a map. 
https://www.maricopacountyparks.net/assets/1/6/estrella-8x114.pdf 
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